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-ze% DA3 TN - and live by them. The saving of a life overrides the commandments of the entire

Torah: “and live by them” and not die by them. Desecrate one Sabbath on his account so that he may keep
many Sabbaths {Yoma 83b}.

This law is the waichword of Judaism. The teachings of the Torah do not oppose the laws of
dife and reality, for were they to clash with' this world, were they to negate the value of concrete,
physiclogical-biclogical existence, then they would contain not mercy, loving-kindness. and peace
but vengeance and wrath. Even if there is only a doubtful posstbility that a persons Life is in danger,
one renders a lenient decision; and as long as one is able to discover some possible danger to life,
one may use that doubt to render a lenient decision. :

My grandfather, R_Chaim of Brisk, disagreed with the legal view that on the Day of Atonement

t1 one feeds a sick person who is in mortal danger small amounts of food at a time, each amount less

than the forbidden measure of food for that day. Rather he instructed those who were taking care
of 2 sick individual to serve him a regular meal, just as they would on other days. When my father

was about o travel to Rasseyn, a town close to Kovno, to take up a rabbinical post, R. Chaim ook |
him aside and said, “I command vou to follow my view regarding a sick person in danger on the

Day of Atonerment, for it is an absolute halachic truth.”

This law that pikuach nefesh, saving a life, overrides all the commandments is indicative of the
high value which the halachic viewpoint attributes to one’s earthly life—indeed. it serves 1o confirm
and nurtare that value. Temporal life becomes transformed into eternal life; it becomes sanciified
and elevated with eternal mnga1¢1fzhic Man, pp. 34-33)
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